Biblical Journey of
Greece & Turkey
by Land and by Sea

September 28 – October 10, 2020
Led by Dr. Joel Beeke and Pastor David Woollin

Dear friends,
On behalf of Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, I want to
warmly invite you to travel with us on a stunning tour of Greece,
Turkey, and the islands of the Mediterranean, uniquely designed
just for our group.
Our ambitious plan includes visiting biblical sites in Thessaloniki, Philippi, Athens, Ephesus, Smyrna,
Sardis, Pergamum, Patmos, Corinth, and many other places. I almost need say no more! This is an
incredible opportunity to walk in the footsteps of the Apostles (especially Paul and John) and the early
church. In each place Pastor David Woollin and I will deliver informative short talks and, on occasion,
longer lectures to enrich the experience.
As previous participants will testify, the facilities you will encounter are of the highest quality.
I encourage you to confirm with just a $1,500 deposit as soon as you are able, as we only have around forty
spaces available. Do not miss out!
Warmly,
Joel R. Beeke
P.S. Upon registering for this trip, Puritan Reformed Seminary will send you a free copy of my book on
Revelation. It will be helpful to read at least the section on the seven churches of Asia (Rev. 2 and 3) prior
to the trip, as that will assist you in our travels to these respective cities.


Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president
and professor of
systematic theology
and homiletics at
Puritan Reformed
Theological
Seminary, a
pastor of the
Heritage Reformed
Congregation in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, editor of Banner of
Sovereign Grace Truth, and editorial
director of Reformation Heritage
Books. He has written or co-authored
over one hundred books, edited
another one hundred books, and
contributed thousands of articles to
numerous publications. His PhD is in
Reformation and Post-Reformation
theology from Westminster Theological
Seminary (Philadelphia). He is
frequently called upon to lecture at
seminaries and to speak at Reformed
conferences around the world. He and
his wife Mary have been blessed with
three children and four grandchildren.
616-432-3403 | joel.beeke@prts.edu

Your yacht
The MS Panorama is a state-of-the-art sailing yacht that was built in 1993 and
renovated in 2001 and 2004. It has a lovely dining room with sea views, along with a
library, sun deck, sports deck, swimming platform, indoor and outdoor seating areas,
and Wi-Fi. The Panorama can accommodate up to 46 passengers in comfortable cabins
with private facilities. All cabins are air-conditioned and equipped with a telephone, hair
dryer, mini-fridge, central music, public address system, and safe deposit box.

David Woollin
is a graduate of
Puritan Reformed
Theological
Seminary. Born in
Yorkshire, England,
he has been
married to Sarah
for 21 years. Together they have three
children. Alongside being Sales and
Marketing Manager for Reformation
Heritage Books, he is an assistant to
Dr. Joel Beeke and a pastor at Grace
Immanuel Reformed Baptist Church
in Grand Rapids. David is a regular
preacher and conference speaker.
616-885-5751
david.woollin@heritagebooks.org

Tour Costs
Category A+ – Upper deck with picture window (2 cabins):
USD $8,095 per person, based on double occupancy
Category A – Main deck with picture window (6 cabins)
USD $7,995 per person, based on double occupancy
Category B – Lower deck, larger cabins with porthole window (12 cabins)
USD $7,595 per person, based on double occupancy
Category C – Lower deck, smaller cabins with porthole window (3 cabins)
USD $6,995 per person, based on double occupancy
Single supplement = $3,500 based on availability.
The number of single cabins available is limited.

MODERATE – Activity levels vary from
day to day. Sightseeing is often a brisk
walk over distances of a few miles
on cobblestone streets and uneven
ground.
 Ephesus Library, Turkey
Cover: MS Panorama at anchor, Greece

Register online at

bookings.wittetravel.com
use booking code 092820BEEK
or complete and return the printed registration form.



September/October 2020
Monday, September 28

Departure

The day of departure has arrived
at last! We’ll check in at the airport
in Chicago or Toronto, with other
departure cities available upon request.
Our adventure is beginning!
(D-in flight)






Philippi, Greece
The Areopagus, Athens, Greece
Acropolis, Athens, Greece
Kusadasi coastline, Turkey



Tuesday, September 29

Arrive Thessaloníki
After changing planes in Europe,
we’ll touch down in Thessaloníki. This
historic city was founded in 315 B.C.
and named after Thessalonica, the
sister of Alexander the Great. The
apostle Paul spent several weeks here
establishing a church during his second
missionary journey, to whom he would
write two letters (1 & 2 Thessalonians).
We’ll meet our tour manager and
board the waiting motorcoach for
transfer to the hotel, where we’ll have
a late dinner. (B-in flight, D)

Wednesday, September 30

Thessaloníki > Kavála >
Philippi > Thessaloníki
This morning, we’ll take a walking
tour of Thessaloníki that includes
the triumphal Arch of Galerius (A.D.
305-311), the ancient ramparts of the
city, the House of Jason where Paul
preached, and the White Tower—the
symbol of the city. We’ll also see
the Roman Agora (marketplace)
and remnants of two Byzantine
churches, Hagia Sophia and Saint
Demetrius. Then we’ll take a scenic
drive northeast to Kavála (ancient
Neapolis), the port through which Paul
passed with Silas on his way from
Asia into Europe. After exploring the
picturesque Old Town of Kavála, we’ll
travel inland to nearby Philippi, named
for its founder Philip II, the father of
Alexander the Great. Paul preached
his first sermon in Europe here and he
returned for several subsequent visits
to this very supportive church. This is
where he met Lydia, the first Christian
convert on the continent, and where
Silas was imprisoned. Upon return to
Thessaloníki, the evening will be at
leisure with an independent dinner. (B)





Thursday, October 1

Friday, October 2

We’ll transfer to the airport in
Thessaloníki this morning to check
in for our short flight to Athens, the
capital and largest city of Greece
that Paul visited during his second
missionary journey. Before ascending
to the Acropolis, we’ll stop at the
Areopagus (Mars Hill), where Paul
gave his famous speech to Athenian
city leaders. From the top of this
hill, we can look down to the Agora,
which was the political and economic
center of the ancient city. We’ll then
go up to the Acropolis, which towers
over the city and contains the famous
Parthenon, the Erechtheion with its
Porch of Maidens, and the Temple of
Athena Nike, all from the 5th century
B.C. The evening will be free to explore
the Plaka, the oldest part of the city
with its quaint shops and narrow
streets. Choose from one of the many
restaurants Athens has to offer for an
independent dinner. (B)

During a guided tour of Athens,
we’ll see such famous sites as
Constitution Square (Syntagma), the
House of Parliament, Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, and the Panathenaic
Stadium—site of the first Olympic
Games of the modern era in 1896.
We’ll also visit the impressive
Acropolis Museum that helps explain
the rich history of the Acropolis. It
houses artifacts found on the rock and
surrounding area, and provides a view
of the archaeological excavation. After
time for an independent lunch, we’ll
transfer to the port of Pireaus to board
the MS Panorama. This lovely yacht
will be our “home” for the next week.
We’ll get acquainted with the ship and
set sail in the late afternoon. We’ll have
dinner and our first lecture on board.
(B, D)

Thessaloníki > Athens

Athens > Piraeus > At Sea

Saturday, October 3

At Sea > Kusadasi > Ephesus
> Kusadasi
We’ll spend the morning at sea and
enjoy a lecture on board. Arriving in
the port city of Kusadasi on the west
coast of Turkey at 2:00 p.m., we’ll take
a short drive inland to the ancient city
of Ephesus. This is considered the
most impressive archaeological site
in all of Turkey; it played a significant
role in the development of Christianity
and was one of the Seven Churches of
Revelation. Paul visited Ephesus only
briefly during his second missionary
journey, but he returned to the city
during his third missionary journey
for a much longer period. Ephesus is
remarkably well preserved, and we’ll
see such significant sites as the Temple
of Artemis, the Library of Celsus, the
Odeion, Roman Baths, the Marble
Road, public buildings such as a town
hall, and two Agoras. We’ll also visit the
25,000-seat Grand Theater, where Paul
spoke and later wrote his Epistle to the
Ephesians. Following this interesting
visit, we’ll return to the Panorama and
relax over dinner. (B, L, D)



The Lord’s Day, October 4

Kusadasi

The Panorama will be docked in
Kusadasi today and we’ll have two
worship services on board, one led
by Dr. Beeke and the other led by
Pastor Woollin. We’ll set sail just after
midnight. (B, L, D)
Monday, October 5

At Sea > Izmir > Sardis >
Izmir
The morning will be spent at sea with
a lecture on board. At 3:00 p.m., we’ll
arrive in Izmir—ancient Smyrna, which
was one of the Seven Churches. We’ll
travel to Sardis (also spelled Sardes),
capital of the Lydian Empire of the 7th
century B.C. and where another of the
Seven Churches was located. Here
we’ll see remains of the magnificent
temple of Artemis, the beautifully
reconstructed gymnasium and public
baths, the great synagogue, and its
Byzantine-era shops. Returning to
Izmir, we’ll stop to see the agora if
time allows. Our day concludes back
on board the Panorama for dinner, and
we’ll remain docked in Izmir for the
night. (B, L, D)



Tuesday, October 6

Izmir > Pergamum > Izmir
> At Sea
An excursion to Pergamum awaits
us today, located above the modern
town of Bergama and one of the
most dramatic archaeological sites
in all of Turkey. Its attractions include
a 10,000-seat theater on the side of
the acropolis (the steepest of the
ancient world), the magnificently
restored temple of Trajan, ruins of
a library second in size only to the
one in Alexandria once containing
200,000 parchment scrolls, the temple
of Dionysus, and the medical center
of Asclepius with its own theatre,
library, underground tunnel, and other
buildings. If time allows, we’ll stop
briefly at the ancient city of Thyatira,
where one of the Seven Churches was
located. Due to the presence of the
modern city of Akhisar, few remains
have been uncovered. Upon return to
Izmir and our yacht, we’ll set sail at
4:00 p.m. Enjoy dinner and a lecture
on board this evening. (B, D)

Wednesday, October 7

Pátmos > At Sea

Around 8:00 a.m., we’ll arrive on the
beautiful Greek island of Pátmos,
designated a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. This is where John wrote the
Book of Revelation while in exile. We’ll
ascend to the island’s highest point to
visit the Monastery of St. John, which
was founded in 1088 and dedicated
to the Apostle John. It overlooks the
hilltop capital of Hóra (also spelled
Chora). We’ll also visit the Grotto
of the Apocalypse, the cave where
John is believed to have received his
vision and recorded his message to
the Seven Churches of Asia Minor.
Following our visits, we’ll have some
time to explore this delightful island
on our own before and after dinner on
board, since our yacht departs Pátmos
at 10:00 p.m. We’ll sail through the
night to our next destination. (B, D)





Thursday, October 8

Friday, October 9

Saturday, October 10

We’ll arrive on the lovely island of
Syros around 8:00 a.m. this morning,
an island with rich history and culture.
Although it isn’t as well-known as
some of the other Cycladic islands,
such as Mykonos and Santorini, this
contributes to the appeal of Syros.
After disembarking, we’ll take a
walking tour of Ermoúpoli, the capital
of the archipelago that was known
as Hermoupolis—the city of Hermes.
This charming city is known for its
elegant neoclassical buildings, narrow
alleys, churches from all periods, and
spectacular sunsets. We’ll have time to
explore the island on our own before
returning to the ship for dinner and our
final lecture. We’ll set sail around 10:00
p.m. and travel overnight back to the
mainland. (B, D)

This morning we’ll arrive back in
the port of Pireaus, where we’ll bid
farewell to the Panorama and its crew
as we board our motorcoach for the
trip to Corinth. We’ll stop to see the
Corinthian Canal and visit nearby
Cenchrea, one of the two harbors of
ancient Corinth. This is the place from
which Paul sailed and it was also the
home to an early church. Then we’ll
visit ancient Corinth, the place from
which Paul ministered. The city is
located on the slopes of the towering
Acrocorinth that was crowned in
ancient times by the temple of
Aphrodite. Extensive ruins include
several temples, water fountains,
shops, public buildings, the largest
Agora of the ancient world, and the
Bema—the place where Paul likely
met before the governor Gallio. We’ll
then travel to Athens, where we’ll
enjoy a farewell dinner at a restaurant
and an overnight stay. (B, D)

Early this morning, we’ll transfer to
the Athens Airport to check in for the
flights back to Chicago or Toronto.
(B, L-in flight)

Syros > At Sea

Piraeus > Corinth > Athens

Return
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Ancient Corinth, Greece

Philippi
Kavála
Thessaloníki

TURKEY
GREECE
Pergamum

Izmir

Corinth

Ephesus
Kusadasi

Athens
Piraeus
Syros
Pátmos

3250 28th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49512
616.957.8113 | 800 GO WITTE
groups@wittetravel.com | wittetours.com

Sardis

