
September 11 – 21, 2026
Hosted by

Nate & Deb Barendse

Enchanting Douro

A Scenic Voyage 
Through Portugal 

and Spain



Embark on an 
unforgettable journey 
on our Portugal river 

cruise tour! Join our expert 
tour hosts, Nate and Deb 
Barendse, as you discover 
the rich history, stunning 
landscapes, and vibrant 
cultures of Portugal and 
Spain. This meticulously 
planned itinerary includes 
guided tours of iconic 
landmarks, such as Belém 
Tower and Jerónimos 
Monastery in Lisbon, a scenic 
cruise through the Douro 
Valley, and an immersive 
experience in the charming 
towns of Sintra, Porto, and 
Salamanca. Enjoy exclusive 
excursions, local delicacies, 
and traditional entertainment, 
all while traveling in comfort 
and style.
Don’t miss this opportunity to 
create lasting memories on a 
journey that promises to be as 
enriching as it is enjoyable.

Your Hosts:
Nate & Deb Barendse
Nate Barendse is the owner and president of Witte 
Travel & Tours. He joined Witte in 1989 when he was 
just 17 years old; working part-time after school. He 
had no idea that he was embarking on a career. Nate 
is a graduate of Grand Rapids Christian High School 
and Davenport University. He and his wife Deb have 
two adult children. Not surprisingly, they are seasoned 
travelers who have voyaged around the world and are 
now looking forward to sharing this once-in-a-lifetime 
trip with you! As your hosts, Nate and Deb will make 
sure everyone has a great time, offering suggestions for 

activities, guidance as you travel, and ensuring the comforts of traveling with a group.

Register online now at

bookings.wittetravel.com
use booking code 091126BARE

Tour Cost
From West Michigan by motorcoach to Chicago 

with flights from Chicago O’Hare 
Based on double occupancy

Other departure cities available upon request.

$5,775 per person  —  Main Deck

$5,975 per person  —  Middle Deck

$6,175 per person  —  Upper Deck




Limited Time 
Only! Register 
by July 1, 2025 

to receive a $100 
per person 
discount!*

https://bookings.wittetravel.com/


Highlights
•	 Guided tour of Porto

•	 Flamenco entertainment

•	 Tour of Jerónimos Monastery

•	 Port wine tasting

•	 Guided tour of Lamego

•	 Sightseeing in Lisbon

•	 Guided tour of UNESCO World 
Heritage Sintra Village

•	 Excursion to Guimarães

•	 Tour of Salamanca

September 2026
11, Friday
Depart
Today’s the day! We load up the motorcoach 
in West Michigan and transfer to the 
Chicago O’Hare International Airport for 
our connecting flights to Portugal! (meals 
in-flight)

12, Saturday
Arrive Lisbon, Sintra, Lisbon
Welcome to Lisbon! After collecting our 
luggage, we meet our local guide and 
transfer to Sintra. Here, we have leisure 
time for an independent lunch before a 
private guided tour of Sintra Village. This 
UNESCO World Heritage Site is full of 
nature and history and is often referred to 
as “the Mount of the Moon” for its magical 
scenery. Following, we transfer to the hotel 
in Lisbon to check in and freshen up before 
our welcome dinner at a nearby restaurant. 
(B-in flight, D)

	Pena Palace, Sintra
	Porto
	Belém Tower, Lisbon
Cover Image: MS Infante Don Henrique in the 
Douro Valley

13, Sunday
Lisbon
After breakfast at the hotel, we are greeted 
by our guide as we transfer by motorcoach 
to the city center for a private walking tour. 
With the Tagus River as a backdrop, we 
pass by the city’s great monuments and 
museums like Belém Tower, and Monument 
to the Discoveries. During our tour, we’ll 
visit inside Jerónimos Monastery, a royal 
foundation from the late 15th century 
that was donated to the monks of Saint 
Hieronymus so they would pray for the king 
and be spiritual assistance to those who 
left the shores of Lisbon looking for the 
new world. Following our tour, we transfer 
back to the hotel for independent free time 
before walking to a local restaurant for a 
group dinner this evening. (B, D)

14, Monday
Coimbra, Porto, Embark on 
the cruise
This morning, we transfer to Porto, passing 
through Coimbra on the way. On our stop, 
we have a private tour, sightseeing the first 
university in Portugal as Coimbra is known 
as “the City of Students.” After time for 
an independent lunch, we continue to the 
Porto dock to embark on our ship, home 
for the next seven nights. After settling into 
our cabins, we enjoy a welcome cocktail 
before dinner as we get introduced to our 
crew. After dinner onboard, we set out on a 
motorcoach excursion to see Porto by night. 
(B, D)

15, Tuesday
Porto, Régua
This morning, we enjoy a classic guided 
tour of Porto by motorcoach. Our first stop 
will be a tour of the Church of Saint Francis, 
one of the most symbolic buildings in Porto. 
Following, we head to Bolsa Palace, also 
known as the “Stock Exchange Palace.” 
Here, we take in the neoclassical mansion 
that’s in the heart of downtown. Our last 
stop will be an azulejo tile workshop. 
After discovering the age-long art form, 
we return to the ship. This afternoon, we 
cruise through the Douro Valley, enjoying 
the fabulous landscapes and an evening of 
dancing or leisure time in Régua tonight. 
(B, L, D)

16, Wednesday
Régua, Vila Real, Pinhão, 
Vega de Terron
Today we set off on a classic excursion 
to the Casa de Mateus and the Douro 
Museum. We leave on foot for the Douro 
Museum to learn about the wine-making 
heritage in the region and its history. From 
here, we continue by coach for Mateus 
Palace, a breathtaking 18th-century manor in 
Vila Real. Built in a baroque style, this manor 
belonged to the same family until 1970 
when a foundation was created to preserve 
it. Enjoy a stroll through the magnificent 
hedge-lined gardens and the romantic 
Mexican-cedar topiary tunnel. Following, we 
return to the ship in Pinhão by motorcoach. 
This afternoon, we cruise to the center of 
the famous vineyards in Porto to Vega de 
Terron. Arriving in the evening, we enjoy 
Flamenco entertainment onboard following 
dinner. (B, L, D)



*Discount will be added to your account after we process 
your registration. This will appear on your confirmation 
statement, sent by email, within two weeks of your 
registration.





17, Thursday
Vega de Terron, Salamanca, 
Barca d’Alva
We start our day with a classic excursion of 
Salamanca. This dazzling town has beautiful 
houses varying between Roman, Arabic, 
and Christian architectural influences. 
Following, we have lunch in Salamanca 
before returning to our ship in Barca 
d’Alva. The evening consists of onboard 
entertainment as we enjoy dinner. (B, L, D)

 Inclusions
•	 Roundtrip air from Chicago with 

included transfers from Grand Rapids. 
Other departure cities are available 
upon request.

•	 Seven nights Douro River Cruise 
with choice of stateroom

•	 Two nights’ hotel accommodation in 
Lisbon

•	 All European transportation 
for complete itinerary by boat or 
motorcoach

•	 Breakfast and dinner daily and six 
lunches

•	 Meals on land include beverages

•	 Meals during the cruise include 
beverages and open bar (except from 
the specialty list) 

•	 Free Wi-Fi onboard the cruise

•	 Headsets included for all excursions

•	 Tips, taxes, and entrance fees 
included

18, Friday
Barca d’Alva, Ferradosa, 
Pinhão
This morning is spent cruising before we 
enjoy an excursion to Pinhão to experience 
a port wine tasting. Tonight, we enjoy a gala 
dinner onboard. Enjoy fine dining together at 
the gala dinner. (B, L, D)

19, Saturday
Pinhão, Lamego, Porto
Today, we partake in a guided tour of 
Lamego, known as one of the coziest 
towns in the heart of the Douro Valley. 
This afternoon enjoy scenic cruising while 
experiencing Fado themed entertainment 
onboard. (B, L, D)





20, Sunday
Porto, Guimarães
This morning, enjoy time at leisure in Porto 
before a classic excursion to Guimarães. 
This northern city is where the first king 
was born and where we visit the stunning 
castle where he lived, the palace where 
he ruled, and the chapel where he was 
baptized. This evening, we finish the cruise 
with a traditional folklore show onboard to 
commemorate the end of a wonderful tour! 
(B, L, D)

	Guimarães Castle, Guimarães
	Douro Vineyards, Pinhão 
	Church of Our Lady of Remedies, Lamego
	Salamanca, Spain 



MODERATE – Travelers considering this 
cruise/tour must be aware of existing 
challenges in Europe for those with 
mobility, balance, and respiratory issues. 
While picturesque landscapes and cultural 
experiences await, navigating cobblestone 
streets, uneven terrain and narrow pathways 
pose difficulties. Passengers who require any 
mobility device must be accompanied by a 
physically able companion who enables them 
to keep pace with walking tours on this trip. 
Taxis or other transportation used to “catch 
up” to the group are at the passenger’s 
expense.  Activity levels vary from day-to-
day. Sightseeing is often a brisk walk over 
several miles each day on uneven ground. Your 
safety and comfort are our top priorities. We 
are committed to ensuring an inclusive and 
enjoyable experience for all travelers. 

Tour Pace
21, Monday
Porto
After breakfast onboard, we disembark and 
transfer to the airport for our connecting 
flights home. After arriving at the Chicago 
O’Hare International Airport, we transfer by 
motorcoach back to Grand Rapids. (B)
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Welcome to the MS Infante Don Henrique — 
Your Home Away from Home

Step aboard and immerse yourself in the elegance of our beautifully decorated cabins, adorned in inviting fuchsia and 
plum colors.

•	 Upper Deck Cabins: Enjoy the luxury of a French balcony with sliding glass windows, perfect for taking in the 
stunning views.

•	 Middle Deck Cabins: Relax in comfort with sliding glass windows that bring the outside in.
•	 Main Deck Cabins: Experience cozy accommodations with high windows that offer a unique perspective.

Dining and Entertainment
Located on the main deck, our restaurant serves all meals during the cruise, offering a delightful culinary journey. In 
the evenings, the lounge/bar at the front of the middle deck welcomes passengers with entertainment and a warm 
atmosphere.

Sun Deck Serenity
The sun deck features a small swimming pool, armchairs, and sun loungers, providing a serene space to unwind while 
enjoying the panoramic views of the Douro Valley.

Sun Deck:
•	Pool

•	Sun loungers

•	Large shaded area

Upper Deck:
•	Outside Cabins

Middle Deck:
•	Lounge/bar with dancefloor

•	Reception

•	Outside cabins

Main Deck:
•	Restaurant

•	Outside Cabins

Cabin Amenities
•	TV

•	Telephone (for internal calls 
only)

•	Safe

•	Independent air-conditioning

•	Electricity 220V

•	Wi-Fi

•	Bathroom with shower and 
toilet

•	Hair dryer

•	Selection of bath products

•	Towels

Please note that there is no 
laundry service on board the ship.

Restaurant



3250 28th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49512
616.957.8113 | 800 GO WITTE
groups@wittetravel.com | www.wittetours.com

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

Porto

Lisbon

Coimbra

Reserve 
your spot
today!

Limited Time 
Only! Register 
by July 1, 2025 

to receive a $100 
per person 
discount!*

*Discount will be added to your account after we 
process your registration. This will appear on your 
confirmation statement, sent by email, within two 
weeks of your registration.
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Register online now at

bookings.wittetravel.com
using booking code

091126BARE

https://bookings.wittetravel.com/

