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The Wonders
of the Andes
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Led by
Cynthia Slagter
Cynthia Slagter is currently director of Off-Campus Programs at Calvin, 
where she oversees the Semester in Peru and other study abroad experiences. 
Prior to that role, she spent more than 20 years as professor of Spanish. She 
has led seven Semester in Spain programs, along with various interims and a 
Calvin Academy for Lifelong Learning tour to Spain in 2019.

c.slagter@calvin.edu

Susan Buist
Susan Buist, alumni programs coordinator at Calvin, will accompany the 
tour in a supporting role.

Tour Cost
$4,999 per person, from Grand Rapids, 
based on double occupancy.

Register online at

bookings.wittetravel.com
use booking code
041826SLAG
or complete and return the printed 
registration form.

Embark on an extraordinary journey 
through Peru!
From Lima’s historic sites to the legendary Machu 
Picchu, experience local traditions, culinary 
delights, and unforgettable moments. Join us for 
an adventure filled with exploration, history, and 
unique experiences in the heart of Peru.



https://bookings.wittetravel.com/


	Main square, Lima
	Huaca Pucllana in the Miraflores district, 

Lima
	Moray, image courtesy of F. Delventhal
	Old town of Barranco, Lima
	School girls in traditional native dress
	Llama in Peru
Cover: Machu Picchu   

Inclusions:
•	 Roundtrip airfare from Grand Rapids to 

Lima, plus a roundtrip intracontinental 
flight from Cusco to Lima

•	 Land transportation for the complete 
itinerary by deluxe air-conditioned 
motorcoach, and by train on April 23

•	 Hotel accommodations for eight nights

•	 Breakfast daily, five lunches, and four 
dinners

•	 Multi-lingual tour manager from arrival 
until departure

•	 Tipping and taxes for all included 
services, including tour personnel 
gratuities

APRIL 2026

18, Saturday
Departure
Today’s the day! Meet at the Grand Rapids 
airport for our flights to Peru. On our late 
evening arrival, we collect our luggage and 
meet our tour manager for our transfer to 
the hotel.

19, Sunday
Lima
After breakfast, we are ready to begin 
exploring Lima! Our day begins in the 
historic city center, admiring the colonial 
architecture surrounding the Plaza de Armas, 
including the Cathedral and Government 
Palace. We continue to the San Francisco 
Monastery, a UNESCO World Heritage site 
known for its impressive catacombs, which 
we have the opportunity to visit. Following, 
we visit Miraflores and San Isidro, the city’s 
contemporary districts. Here, we visit the 
Larco Museum exhibiting pre-Columbian 
works spanning more than 5,000 years of 
Peruvian history. We enjoy local flavors at the 
museum’s café for lunch. After, we return to 
the hotel for an independent evening. (B, L) 
Elevation 528 feet



20, Monday
Lima, Cusco, Sacred Valley
This morning, we transfer to the Lima airport 
for our flight to Cusco. After collecting our 
bags, we continue to the Sacred Valley, the 
former heart of the Inca Empire. Our route 
winds through the mountains, offering views 
of Incan ruins and ancient citadels. Along 
the way, we stop at Manos de la Comunidad, 
where we meet Andean camelids and learn 
about traditional weaving techniques. Enjoy 
a group lunch at a local restaurant. On arrival 
in the Sacred Valley, we check into our hotel 
and share a group dinner. (B, L, D)
Elevation in the Sacred Valley 
from 6,730-9,800 feet
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22, Wednesday
Sacred Valley
Today we discover the Potato Park, which 
honors Peru’s history as the birthplace of the 
potato. For centuries, the Quechua people 
have flourished in the region, sharing their 
rich traditions of cultivating, diversifying, 
and conserving native potatoes. We also 
take a stroll around the Kinsa Cocha 
Lagoon and share a group lunch with the 
local community. In the afternoon, we 
enjoy a pottery workshop, focusing on pre-
Columbian techniques to paint and sun-dry 
a clay plate to take home. We return to the 
hotel for dinner this evening. (B, L, D)

23, Thursday
Sacred Valley, Machu Picchu, Cusco
Following breakfast, we transfer to the 
train station, where we catch a train with 
panoramic windows for the day’s excursion. 
Enjoy live music and traditional dances 
onboard as we traverse the snow-capped 
Andes mountains to Machu Picchu. This 
incredible archaeological site served as a 
political and religious center for the Incan 
Empire. It was untouched by the Spanish 
and remained hidden until the 20th century 
when archaeologists discovered the site. 
After our tour of Machu Picchu, we return to 
Aguas Calientes at the foot of the mountains 
for lunch in a local restaurant. We head on 
to Cusco, where we have an independent 
dinner. (B, L)
Elevation at Machu Picchu is 7,972 feet

21, Tuesday
Sacred Valley
Our tour of the Valley begins in Moray, the 
site of a pre-Incan agricultural center, where 
we discover the advanced irrigation systems 
used. We continue to the town of Maras, 
known for its salt ponds where salt is still 
harvested by hand. After a group lunch at a 
local restaurant, we tour Ollantaytambo, the 
formidable Incan fortress where Incan forces 
famously resisted Spanish conquest. Take in 
the stunning views of the valley from atop 
the ruins before visiting a local family to 
learn how they have lived for generations in 
the Sacred Valley. We return to our hotel for 
dinner this evening. (B, L, D)

 

ACTIVE – Travelers considering this tour must be aware of 
existing challenges in Peru for those with mobility, balance, and 
respiratory issues. While picturesque landscapes and cultural 
experiences await, higher altitudes, uneven terrain, and narrow 
pathways pose difficulties. Passengers who require any mobility 
device must be accompanied by a physically able companion 

who enables them to keep pace with walking tours on this trip. Taxis or other transportation used 
to “catch up” to the group are at the passenger’s expense. Activity levels vary from day-to-day. 
Sightseeing is often a brisk walk ranging from three to six miles each day on uneven ground. 
Your safety and comfort are our top priorities. We are committed to ensuring an inclusive and 
enjoyable experience for all travelers. 

Tour Pace



24, Friday
Cusco 
We spend our day exploring Cusco. We begin 
at the Plaza de Armas with a visit to the 
Cathedral, a Baroque masterpiece opened 
in 1654. We continue to Koricancha, one of 
the most sacred Incan temples dedicated to 
the sun, Inti. Though the temple was later 
demolished by the Spanish to make way for 
the Convent of Santo Domingo, parts of the 
original structure remain. We venture to the 
outskirts of the city to visit the Incan citadel 
Sacsayhuamán, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site constructed of expertly fitted rocks. 
From here, we visit Quenqo, a unique Incan 
temple whose name translates to “labyrinth” 
in Quechua. The structure is named for 
the crooked tunnels weaving through the 
enormous rock that makes up the temple. 
Our next stop is the military ruins of the 
Puka Pukara fort overlooking the Cusco 
valley. Our day ends at Tambomachay, the 
Incan Baths which utilize aqueducts running 
through rock terraces to provide spring 
water to the site. The evening is free for an 
independent dinner. (B)
Elevation 11,152 feet

25, Saturday 
Cusco, Lima
Enjoy your choice of activities today! 
Visit a local restaurant to learn about the 
preparation of traditional anticuchos as 
well as the tradition of Peruvian street 
food. Try your hand at bartending with a 
Pisco Sour making competition and enjoy 
Peru’s national drink afterward. The chef 
demonstrates the preparation of lomo saltado 
and a Peruvian dessert for the group to enjoy. 
OR visit the San Blas district for a walking 
tour of the city’s cultural and artistic district, 
named a UNESCO World Heritage site for its 
melding of Spanish and Incan cultures. Stroll 
through the cobblestone streets and shop for 
treasures in the local craft workshops. Our 
walking tour ends with a visit to the San Blas 
church, with its phenomenal colonial wood-
carved altar. After the day’s activities, we head 
to the Cusco airport for our flight to Lima. 
On arrival, we check in to the hotel and have 
time to freshen up before our farewell dinner 
at a local restaurant. (B, D) 

26, Sunday
Lima, Return
Today we immerse ourselves in Peruvian 
culture with a food tour through Lima’s 
vibrant bohemian district, Barranco. 
We savor local specialties at traditional 
restaurants, each offering a unique taste of 
Peru’s rich culinary heritage. Following the 
tour, we have free time to explore charming 
Lima at our own pace. This evening, we 
transfer to the Jorge Chavez International 
Airport for our return flights. (B)

27, Monday
Return
Our flight lands in Grand Rapids early this 
morning.

	Ollantaytambo
	Salt ponds, Maras
	Beautiful handcarved gourds in market, 

Cusco
	Plaza de Armas, Cuzco
	Sacsayhuamán, Cusco
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3250 28th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49512
616.957.8113 | 800 GO WITTE

groups@wittetravel.com | wittetours.com
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Lima

Cusco

Sacred
Valley

Machu Picchu
Register online at

bookings.wittetravel.com
use booking code
041826SLAG

Reserve your 
spot today

Don’t miss this 
opportunity!

https://bookings.wittetravel.com/

